Readings and study questions for “The Cost of Privilege”

Session I
[Location and time]
For directions: <http://maps.google.com/maps... >


Reading: 
Chapter 1 “Origins of the White Race,” pp. 15-21
Question 1: Why did the colonial rulers consciously want European settlers to identify as white, and what were their strategies to get the job done? What is similar and different today?

Question 2: Lillian Smith’s quote on the top of page 257 was written more than 40 years ago:  

“Nobody could take away from you this whiteness that made you and your way of life ‘superior.’ They could take your house, your job, your fun; they could steal your wages, keep you from acquiring knowledge; they could tax your vote or cheat you out of it; they could by arousing your anxieties make you impotent; but they could not strip your white skin off of you. It became the poor white’s most precious possession, a ‘charm’ staving off utter dissolution. And in devious, perverse ways it helped maintain his sanity in an insane world, compensating him – as did his church’s promise of heaven – for so many spiritual bruises and material deprivations.”

Readings: 
“The National Labor Union and the Struggle in the South,” pp. 114-116


“Operation Dixie,” pp. 128-130
Question: Your union is having a discussion on whether to support national legislation safeguarding voting rights for people convicted of a felony. The conservative faction argues that this is not a "labor issue," that it is divisive, and will alienate the more conservative members. With a contract mobilization coming up, we have to keep everyone united. How do you respond?  (Role play and discussion)
Readings: 
Chapter 14, “Intersectionality,” pp. 207-209 and pp. 212-214; pp. 227-230, but not the shaded boxes.
Question: What is intersectionality? In daily life and culture: who is at the center? Who is at the margins? Who is invisible? What are the implications of intersectionality for our understanding of society? For our activism?  
